Defying seriousness and solemnity:
EAM (electro-acoustic music) concert in the club

Shin, Jee Soo

Amongst the flood of concerts during the autumn season of Seoul music scene, a concert of electro-acoustic music in a
club in Hongdae stood out to be a unique experience for contemporary music enthusiasts. As the concert was literally in a
club, the members of audience had to go through the usual procedures of going into an underground club. Also the
atmosphere, thanks to many jokes and bottles of beer distributed throughout the performance, was more that of a friendly
gathering than of a serious concert venue.

The challenges of communicating with the general public using the tools of contemporary classical music could be
overcome in various ways and using a non-conventional venue is clearly one of the effective ways of doing this. It is time to
dismantle the division between genres in our conscience and embrace the factors such as format and venue of
performance as part of our creativity.
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