Seoul International Computer Music Festival 2013

Park, Soon-young

The Seoul International Computer Music Festival marked its twentieth anniversary in 2013. Twenty years ago, in the
year 1993 at which time there was a vast increase in personal computer use in the country, the Korean Electro-
Acoustic Music Society was founded to disseminate and spark interest in music that used new media and engaged
with other media, and to further promote international exchange. Since 1994, the SICMF has continued in this vein.
Nowhere else is there this type of electronic and computer music festival at which professors and teachers participate
as volunteer staff working day and night to produce a four to seven days high quality music festival. Although the
conditions of financial support for the arts have not been adequate in Korea, accommodations have been provided to
invited foreign composers and performers. We now know that the effort that the SICMF has been investing for twenty
years in hosting an international-scale experimental computer music festival and in developing and expanding the
base of the computer music has been fruitful.

In the SICMF 2013, a variety of works—spanning the tape music, electro-acoustic, audio-visual and live performance
genres—were presented by thirty-nine composers over five days. Country by country, the distribution consisted of
seventeen composers from Korea, eight from Japan, three from the USA, two from the UK, one from Germany, one
from France, one from Hong Kong, two from Italy, one from Greece, and one from Portugal. The concerts were made
up of high quality pieces demonstrating a harmonious balance between computer technology and music.
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